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On two evenings last weekend, the Royal Opera House Muscat presented
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Bellini’s lyrical tragedy, “Norma”, in a co-production with Opera de Rouen. Unlike
his “La Sonnambula” presented last month, this 1831, 3-hour ‘bel canto’
masterpiece has a tragic ending, praised by Verdi for its ‘elevation of thought’.
Audiences in Oman experienced not only a collaboration of Opera Houses but a
synthesis of soloists, chorus, orchestra, set and costume design, video creation
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and choreography. It was an ambitious project, conceived and directed by the
innovative Belgian Stage Director, Frederic Roels. He was partnered by expert
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‘bel canto’ conductor, Fabrizio Maria Carminati, familiar with Muscat audiences
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from the Pavarotti Tribute Gala Concert in December.
The most striking element in Opera de Rouen’s 2017 production was the
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evocative woodland set, designed by French designer, Bruno de Lavenere. It
gave a sense of claustrophobia, while the huge gaping circle above provided a
glimpse into the brighter world of Roman society which heralded a new
civilisation and ‘better gods’. Through this window, the extraordinary young
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French video designer, Etienne Guiol, created projections of a looming giant
moon, a starry night or a cloudy red sky which became a ﬁre in the ﬁnal scene.
Norma is a powerful Druid priestess in 50BC Gaul, occupied by Romans and
whose people constantly seek liberation from their enemy, but cannot wage war
unless permission is granted by their prophetic priestess, Norma. She, however,
has had an illicit aﬀair with Pollione, Commander of the army and Proconsul.
She had two sons by him (played charmingly by 4 young Muscat school
children), who must be kept hidden underground as her vows as a priestess
forbid any contact with men, far less with the enemy.
The incredibly demanding title role was sung by the superb Romanian Bel Canto
Soprano, Elena Mosuc, a rising star on the world stage. What was breathtakingly
arresting in Ms Mosuc’s vocal control was her wide dynamic range, especially the
ability to sustain soft notes in her high register. Opposite her was the acclaimed
Belgian tenor, Marc Laho, as the unfaithful Pollione who only redeems himself
through a ﬁnal, selﬂess sacriﬁce. The plot is as far fetched as in any opera, but
provides a vehicle for Bellini’s long, weaving melodies and coloratura passages.
Pollione has fallen in love with the young priestess, Adalgisa, and forsaken his
former lover Norma, for whom his feelings have become ‘cold as ice’. A love
triangle therefore develops which is mirrored in Dominique Boivin’s
choreography for the Beau Geste modern dance trio. They performed elegantly
above on a bridge during long, static sections of the music, to reﬂect and
develop the relationships between their shadow characters below, which some
found distracting.
Adalgisa was sung beautifully by the young French-Armenian Soprano, Anna
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Kasyan, a bel canto role almost as demanding as the lead, and with no less
passion or emotion. Duets between the two leading sopranos were poignant
and sublime in both Acts. Head Druid and Norma’s father, Oroveso, carried the
weight of duty and age. He was sung brilliantly by the Polish Bass-Baritone,
Wojtek Smilek, whose warm and rich vocal timbre bore gravity and stage
presence each time he appeared. Other parts were sung with equal poise by
mezzo-soprano, Albane Carrere, as Clotilde, Norma’s companion and nurse to
her children, and Kevin Amiel, one of the most talented tenors of his generation,
as Flavio, Pollione’s conﬁdant and guard.
From the pit, the opera was accompanied in Bellini’s sometimes sparse score by
the Orchestra Opera de Rouen Normandie, conducted by Carminati with subtle
sensitivity and balance. On stage, the chorus-in-residence, Accentus, played a
prominent role as commentators on the action, or the men as Gallic warriors.
They were dressed in generic ‘traditional’ costumes, a hotchpotch which would
do attendees at the Stonehenge summer solstice festival proud. Belgian
Designer, Lionel Lesire, included plenty of colour to lighten the browns of the
set, with a nod at Scottish tartan as the Celtic peoples who thumbed their noses
at the Roman invaders in Britain. The Druid priestesses themselves wore white
gowns over their character dresses: white for the innocent young Adalgisa and
dark blue for the mature, matronly Norma. Clotilde was clad in a curious bright
blue slinky number which could have graced any period drama, while Pollione
wore an oddly brown suit with matching cloak.
In Act 1 Norma has a famous soliloquy as she raises her eyes to the moon to
pray for calm in her people’s hearts. Norma’s heart is neither pure nor tranquil,
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burning as it is with her impious love for Pollione. The famous ‘Casta Diva’
(Chaste goddess) Aria brought the audience to rapturous applause in response
to Ms Mosuc’s expressive qualities of tone and precision, demonstrated so early
on in the opera.

By Vinod Nair

The role demands exacting ﬂexibility in its bel canto ornamentation, and she
proved herself more than equal in her wide emotional range, so celebrated in
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the iconic performances of Maria Callas or Joan Sutherland. Act 2 demonstrated
Marc Laho’s broad vocal range and the warmth in his sustained high register,
remembered from his ﬁne performance as Nadir in Bizet’s “Pearl Fishers” at
ROHM in May last year. The production was long and intense, but the demand
for sustained concentration was richly rewarded by the opportunity to witness
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these stellar performers of the World Stage, live in Muscat.

Heavy rains
forecast for
next 24 hours,
RO500 for
crossing wadis

Georgina Benison

By Oman Observer

Share on:

Fate of Oman’s
16,000 expat
employees in
limbo

WhatsApp

Related

By Oman Observer

Twitter
ROHM Presents La
Sonnambula

The ﬁnal resolution to
Bellini’s La Sonnambula

ROHM to inaugurate
legendary season

15/01/2018
In "Features"

21/01/2018
In "Features"

17/08/2017
In "Front Stories"

ROHM Presents La
Sonnambula

The ﬁnal resolution to
Bellini’s La Sonnambula

ROHM to inaugurate
legendary season

15/01/2018
In "Features"

21/01/2018
In "Features"

17/08/2017
In "Front Stories"

MUSCAT GEARING FOR

GREEN, ALDRIDGE

FESTIVAL OF COLOURS

SPICE UP SPURS

( You May Also Like

Tweets by @OmanObserver
Oman Observer Retweeted

Couscous a dish
beloved far beyond
North Africa

Donald Sutherland
to receive honorary
Oscar

Paving the way for
the ‘Artists of the
Future’

SportsObserver
@observersportz
Multiple Olympic champion @usainbolt
will line up opposite British pop star
Robbie Williams in a charity football
match at @ManUtd Old Trafford
stadium, the Jamaican revealed on
Tuesday.

4h
Oman Observer Retweeted
SportsObserver
@observersportz
Former @Arsenal striker Ian Wright
has called on struggling manager
Arsene Wenger to step down as
reports suggest succession planning at
the club has already begun.

Embed

View on Twitter

Facebook

Instagram
@omanobserver

Local and global news and
through our perspective
#BeAnObserver Youtube:
https://bit.ly/1L1GAFK FB/
omanobserver Listen to
#OmanObserver

@omanobserver

Local and global news and

CARTOON

View All

Books

‘Fuel of Life’

View All

Hope as a

“Read
2018” exhibition at Muscat
Book Fair
Developing
a culture of reading AMoNG
kids
4 Books to
get Your Kids Started
Book fair
attracts authors and crowds

)

)

Sections:

Multimedia

Services

Local

Youtube

About Us

World

Facebook

Subscribe

Sports

Twitter

Advertisements

Business

Instagram

Contact Us

Features

Whatsapp

PO Box: 947 Code: 100
Muscat
+968 24 64 94 80
editor@omanobserver
.om

Head stories

Search
2017 © All right reserved for Oman Establishment
for Press, Publication and Advertising (OEPPA)

! " # $

*

